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LONGFORD  COUNTY  COUNCIL

COMHAIRLE CHONTAE LONGFOIRT

Minutes of January Monthly Meeting of Longford County Council

held in the Council Chamber, Aras an Chontae, Great Water Street, Longford on

Wednesday, 14th January 2015 at 4.00 p.m.

PRESIDING:
Councillor Mark Casey, Cathaoirleach.

MEMBERS PRESENT:
Councillors –  Paraic Brady, John Browne, 


John Duffy, Seamus Butler, Mick Cahill, Micheál Carrigy, 

Gerard Farrell, Padraig Loughrey, 

Luie McEntire, Martin Mulleady, Colm Murray, 

Pat O’Toole,  Peggy Nolan,  P.J. Reilly, Paul Ross

Mae Sexton and Gerry Warnock.  

IN ATTENDANCE:            Mr. Tim Caffrey, Chief Executive.





Mr. Frank Sheridan, Director of Services.





Mr. Barry Lynch, Director of Services/Head of Finance.





Mr. Jack Kilgallen, Director of Services.

MEETINGS 

ADMINISTRATOR:
Ms. Anne Lee.

VOTE OF SYMPATHY.
The Cathaoirleach,  Councillor Mark Casey, proposed a vote of sympathy to the French Nation on the atrocities which took place during the second week of January.   It was agreed that a letter of sympathy be forwarded to French Ambassador, Jean-Pierre Thébault.

A minutes silence was held in memory of those who lost their lives.

ADOPTION OF MINUTES.
On the proposal of Councillor M. Mulleady seconded by Councillor P. Nolan, the Minutes of Monthly Meeting of Longford County Council held on the 10th December 2014 were confirmed and adopted.

MATTERS ARISING FROM MINUTES.
None.
CORPORATE POLICY GROUP MINUTES.

The adopted Minutes of Corporate Policy Group Meetings held on the 3rd November, 

12th November and 18th November 2014, which had been circulated, were noted.

CHIEF EXECUTIVE ORDERS.
The Chief Executive Orders, which had been circulated, were noted.

MONTHLY MANAGEMENT REPORT.

The Monthly Management Report, which was circulated with the Agenda, was noted.
Visit by Students from St. Mel’s College, Longford.
The Cathaoirleach welcomed students and teachers from St. Mel’s College, Longford who are observing today’s meeting.

St. Mel’s College was congratulated on the occasion of their 150 years anniversary.
FINANCE & INFORMATION SYSTEMS, HOUSING & BUILDING.

Presentation by representatives from St. Martha's House, St. Vincent de Paul, Dublin Road, Longford. 

The Cathaoirleach welcomed Ms. Dunia Hutchinson, National Manager of Homeless Services, St. Vincent de Paul; Mr. Joe Finnegan, SVP Manager, St. Martha’s Hostel for Men and Ms. Teresa Gilchriest, SVP Manager, Bethany House for Women.
Ms. Hutchinson stated that SVP is committed to providing accommodation, referral and support and housing services to people who become homeless in the region for as long as it is sustainable and safe to do so.
Ms. Hutchinson detailed the following  -
· SVP Homeless Services
· Volunteer-led and managed organisation

· 10,500 volunteers working in 1,250 ‘Conferences’ (local branches)

· Core work of ‘Home Visitation’

· 1000 units of Social Housing

· 12 emergency/temporary accommodation services 

Ms. Gilchriest and Mr. Finnegan addressed the members on the services in Longford –
· Bethany House 
· Women & children

· 6 units – including one 7-bed family unit

· Up to 19 placements 

· Self-catering facilities & laundry

· Personal support, key work and advocacy services.

· St Martha’s Hostel 
· Men

· 5 single units, 3 double units, I long-term support unit

· Up to 12 placements

· Meals & Laundry 

· Personal support, key work and advocacy service
The Funding Issues for 2015 were outlined by the representatives from SVP –
· An SVP pay-freeze for the past five years & 6% reduction in salary costs since 2010 

· Administrative services are undertaken and underwritten by SVP National Office.

· Negligible expenditure on publicity, promotion or publications.

· The services are running at a deficit of 100K over the past 18 months due to cuts…

· Funding source to supplement this has expired and will not be available 

           again.
· Bethany House & St Martha’s are at risk of closure

· 22% increase in statutory funding required from both the DoE and the HSE

· Failure to secure this revised level of funding may necessitate the orderly wind-down of SVP Homeless Services in Longford town. 
The revised funding requirements for the coming year based on a 22% increase:


€42,856 increase on DoE funding


€22,470 increase on HSE funding


€64,326 Total
Councillor P. Nolan proposed and Councillor J. Duffy seconded that an annual presentation be given to the Council on the services in Longford.

On the proposal of Councillor M. Sexton seconded by Councillor M. Mulleady it was unanimously agreed that a letter be forwarded to the Minister for Health and the Minister for the Environment, Community & Local Government requesting them to meet a deputation regarding funding.
The full support of the Council was given to the SVP representatives and the Cathaoirleach, Councillor Mark Casey, assured the representatives of his availability should a meeting be secured with the relevant Ministers.
Public Liability Claims.

It was noted that four public liability claims were received during December 2014.
Local Government Act 2001 - Annual Ethics Declaration.
It was noted that the Annual Ethics Declaration forms will be forwarded to the members in the coming week and completed forms should be returned before the 28th February 2015.
INFRASTRUCTURAL, ENVIRONMENTAL & EMERGENCY SERVICES.
Notices of Motions.

The following Notices of Motions were taken together  -

Local Improvement Scheme.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor J. Duffy seconded by Councillor L. McEntire-

" I wish for this Council to ask Minister Pascal Donohoe to meet with a delegation from this Council to allow us put forward our good reasons why he should include a separate allocation  for a  Local Improvement Scheme in the Roads Budget for 2015 .  

Funding for Flooding on Secondary Roads.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor M. Casey, Cathaoirleach, and seconded by Councillor G. Farrell  -

“That this Council writes to the Minister for Transport seeking additional funding for flood hit secondary roads, as currently Longford County Council does not have the financial capability to carry out such works.”

It was agreed that a letter be forwarded to Mr. Pascal Donohoe, T.D., Minister for Transport, Tourism & Sport, requesting him to receive at deputation from the Council regarding the two Notices of Motions above.
Irish Water.
The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor G. Warnock and seconded by Councillor M. Sexton -

“I wish to propose a Vote of No Confidence in Irish Water.”
Councillor M. Carrigy proposed and Councillor J. Duffy seconded that Councillor Warnock’s Vote of No Confidence in Irish Water should not be supported by the Council.
A vote was taken  -

For Councillor Warnock’s Motion
      -
Councillors S. Butler, M. Cahill, M. Casey,







P. Loughrey, L. McEntire, M. Mulleady, 







P. O’Toole, P.J. Reilly, M. Sexton and







G. Warnock.







Total  -  10

Against Councillor Warnock’s Motion      -  Councillors P. Brady, J. Browne, M. Carrigy,







J. Duffy, G. Farrell, C. Murray, P. Nolan and







P. Ross.







Total  -   8
The Cathaoirleach declared the motion carried.
ECONOMIC AND COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT, CORPORATE,

CULTURAL & RECREATIONAL SERVICES, HUMAN RESOURCES, 

PLANNING & BUILDING CONTROL.

Planning Applications

The list of Planning Applications received since the last meeting of the Council was submitted and noted.
Political Donations.

Political Donations-  Local Elections (Disclosure of Donations and Expenditure ) Act

1999, as amended -  Members of Local Authorities.

It was noted that completed Annual Donation Statements should be returned to the 

Meetings Administrator before 31st January 2015.

Progress Report on Irish Language Scheme.

Mr. F. Sheridan, Director of Service, gave a progress report to the members on the implementation of the Irish Language Scheme under the Official Languages Act 2003.

Policy Documents.
The following Policy Documents were circulated to the members in November 2014  -
· Code of Conduct for Councillors.

· Communications Policy.

· Social Media Policy.

· Dignity at Work Policy and Procedures.

· Data Protection Policy.

· Guidelines for the Safeguarding of Children.

· Health and Safety Statement.

Mr. Sheridan requested the members to complete the acknowledgement slip regarding the receipt of the above policy documents.
Notices of Motions.

Diaspora Award.
The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor M. Carrigy and seconded by Councillor S. Butler  -
“I call on Longford County Council to support setting up a Longford Diaspora Award.”

It was agreed that the Longford Association in London be the first to receive this Award in recognition of the 60th Anniversary of the Association.  The Award to be presented by the Cathaoirleach, Councillor Mark Casey, at the 60th Annual Dinner Dance in London on the 21st February 2015.

On the proposal of Councillor P. Nolan seconded by Councillor J. Duffy, it was further agreed that Councillors Mark Casey, Michael Carrigy and Seamus Butler form a sub-committee to progress the setting up of the Longford County Council Diaspora Award.

Playgrounds for Killoe, Mullinalaghta and Lisryan.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor M. Carrigy and seconded by Councillor J. Duffy -

“I call on Longford County Council to provide financial support for the provision of playgrounds in Killoe, Mullinalaghta and Lisryan.
Mr. F. Sheridan, Director of Services, stated that Longford County Council have proactively supported the provision of playgrounds throughout County Longford.   
The limited budget allocation in 2015 is intended to match other sources of funding and achieve the maximum impact across the Municipal Districts.
General Items.
Correspondence  -  circulated.

Letter dated 19th December 2014 received from the Office of the Minister for Defence regarding the Army’s 4th Western Brigade was noted.
Notice of Motion.

Longford/Westmeath Hospital

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor M. Casey, Cathaoirleach, and seconded by Councillor M. Sexton -

“That this Council seeks a meeting with the Minister for Health concerning the crisis that is facing Longford/Mullingar Hospital, with the a view to urging him to hire additional staff so that extra wards can be reopened, thus reducing the number of people left waiting on trolleys in the hospital.”

On the proposal of Councillor P. Nolan seconded by Councillor M. Casey, it was agreed that a letter be forwarded to the Health Service Executive and to the Minister for Health requesting that St. Joseph’s Centre be considered as a step-down facility for the Longford/Westmeath General Hospital.
Gritting of Roads.

The members listed various areas, particularly in the vicinity of schools, which need to be gritted during icy conditions.

Road Markings on the Dublin Road, Longford.

Councillor G. Farrell requested that road markings be placed at the Veterinary Clinic at Shroid, Dublin Road, Longford.

Conferences -

Report from Corporate Policy Group was noted.
VOTES OF SYMPATHY.

Councillor G. Farrell proposed and Councillor P. Ross seconded that a vote of sympathy be extended to the Donlon family, Lisrevia, Lanesboro, on the death of Peter Donlon.

Councillor S. Butler proposed and Councillor P. Loughrey seconded that a vote of sympathy be extended to the O’Brien family, Newtownforbes, on the death of Mrs. Agnes O’Brien.

Councillor M. Carrigy proposed and Councillor P. Brady seconded that a vote of sympathy be extended to the Sheridan family, Denniston Park, Granard, on the death of Patrick Sheridan.

Councillor P. Brady proposed and Councillor M. Carrigy seconded that a vote of sympathy be extended to the Keogh family, Cartron, Drumlish, on the death of Michael Keogh.

Councillor M. Carrigy proposed and Councillor P. Brady seconded that a vote of sympathy be extended to the Cadden family, Lough Duff, Co. Cavan, on the death of  Martin Cadden.         
Councillor P. Ross proposed and Councillor C. Murray seconded that a vote of sympathy be extended to the Quigley family, Raharney, Colehill, on the death of Fr. Harry Quigley.

Councillor P. Ross proposed and Councillor C. Murray seconded that a vote of sympathy be extended to the Donegan family, Listubit, Ballymahon, on the death of Maureen Donegan.

Councillor C. Murray proposed and Councillor P. Ross seconded that a vote of sympathy be extended to the Keogh family, Treel, Legan, on the death of Della Keogh.

Councillor C. Murray proposed and Councillor P. Ross seconded that a vote of sympathy be extended to the Nolan family, Bunalough, Moydow, on the death of Seamus Nolan.

Councillor C. Murray proposed and Councillor P. Ross seconded that a vote of sympathy be extended to the Farrell family, Cloughan, Moydow, on the death of Margaret Farrell.

Councillor M. Casey proposed and Councillor G. Farrell seconded that a vote of sympathy be extended to the Hopkins family, Newpark, Lanesboro, on the death of Anna May Hopkins.

Councillor G. Warnock proposed and Councillor P. Nolan seconded that a vote of sympathy be extended to the Reilly family, Longford, on the death of Rose Ann Reilly.

This concluded the business of the meeting.
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Signed: _______________
             Anne Lee,

             Meetings Administrator.

Confirmed and adopted at Monthly Meeting of Longford County Council held on the
11th February 2015.
Signed: _______________

             Cathaoirleach.
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